POPULAR VIOLENCE IN RAMDURG

"It has never been the Congress policy to plead provocation^
howsoever grave, in justification of popular violence. We
shall lose all, if "we play with this fundamental provision
of the Congress."

I have said not a "word about Ramdurg up to now. I
had a "wire from Dr. Hardikar not to commit myself till I
had heard from him. And Rajkot left me not a moment
for any other work. I have only now on the train read the
report prepared by Shris Divakar, Kaujalgi and Hardikar.
I have also a revealing note from Shri Divakar. I have
studied Shri Gangadharrao Deshpande's note on the
tragedy. I had a visit from Shri Munavalli, President of
the PraJa Sangh, and Shri Magadi. The report of Shris
Dmkar, Kaujalgi and Hardikar is a dispassionate document
and satisfactory in so far as it goes. This is its conclusion:

"In the end, we feel that the officers have acted tactlessly to a
great extent and allowed the police to have their way. We believe
that they could have controlled the situation, if they had acted a
little more patiently and put the workers of the Praja Sangh on
their honour as they had done many a time. But though there
was provocation, we do not think that it was so great as to arouse
the brute in man, and it must be laid at the door of the high in-
flammable temper of the people. They seemed to have readily
believed the rumours and got infuriated.

"But there is absolutely no Justification for any kind of violence^
even under the greatest provocation. In fact, the greater the pro-
vocation, the greater is the opportunity and necessity for showing
a non-violent spirit. That being our ideal, we cannot defend any
slightest violence under any circumstances. The events only show
that the PraJa Sangh had no control over the forces of violence
which were hiding in the people. It is a matter for the deepest
regret, and this tragedy is sure to act detrimentally against all
popular movements in States. It is a clear warning to all workers
in the field, and every one must realize that before one feels sure
that the people are rightly trained and disciplined in non-violence^
it is unwise to begin any great mass movement."